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any. PREMIER DOT 


_ This unretouched microphotograph illustrates but one of the many 
points of superiority of the PREMIER Dot over other commercially 
Perfectly round, even under a microscope, 


available dot reticles. 
there is no difficulty in sighting, even on small targets, and 
shooter can place his shots exactly where he wants them. 


THERE IS A DIFFERENCE IN DOTS 


And it Hoes up like the proverbial *sore thumb” 
when the improved PREMIER Dot is compared with any 
other dot reticle under the revealing lens of a comparison 
microscope. If you have access to such a microscope, make 
this test yourself! We can’t say “we defy competition,” 
however, for in the opinion of many experts, the PREMIER 
Dot has no competition. 

We can make but one claim for the PREMIER Dot... 
that of near-perfection! This improved dot reticle is per- 
fectly round, even under high magnification; absolutely 
opaque, blacker than the blackest crow; exceptionally ac- 
curate, triple checked for size and perfect centering during 
manufacture, and both before and after installation in your 
telescope; unusually durable, guaranteed in writing for the 

ife of the ’scope in which it is installed. 

We are not the originators of the dot reticle. Such a 
claim would be absurd, for a patent on dot reticles was 
issued as far back as 1892. But we can honestly say we 
have spent many years and tens of thousands of dollars in 
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CONVENTIONAL DOT 


Unretouched microphotograph of a commercial dot reticle of the 
type used in many rifle telescopes. 
but when the hunter or target shooter tries to draw a really fine 
bead on the target, he runs into trouble. 
— the dot is really more square than round. 


It looks round in the ’scope, 


This photo shows why 





the 


research and development to produce the finest dot reticle 
possible, and to offer a dot reticle which meets every re- 
quirement of the most discriminating marksman at a price 
within the budget of every shooter. Nor do we consider our 
research finished; our research laboratory and those of our 
consultants continue to investigate techniques and to study 
and test new materials and production methods, all with a 
view of bringing you the best possible reticle at the lowest 
possible price. But we make no compromise with quality. 
No material is used, nor new production method adopted, 
even if it means a large savings in cost, unless the final 
product meets our high standards. “Quality Control” is 
more than a slogan with us — it is our inflexible rule of 
business. 
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Conventional cross-hair reticles 
are excelleit for medium and 
large sized game at short to mod- 
erate ranges, and are furnished 
as standard equipment by most 


But with small game at long 
ranges only the center of the 
reticle is used, and the com- 
paratively thick cross-hairs may 
black out the “killing zone,” or 


The PREMIER Dot, suspended 
by almost invisible Micro-Fila- 
ment cross-hairs, gives the 
shooter a perfect sight . . . and 
the PREMIER Dot is tops for 





rifle telescope manufacturers. 


even the entire target. 


big game, too! 





WHY A DOT? 


A telescopic rifle sight has but one function — to help the 
marksman aim his gun with greater accuracy. The magnification, 
brightness of image, sharpness of focus, precision of adjust- 
ments and ruggedness of construction are all designed to help 
carry out this single function under practical shooting conditions. 
And most important of all is the reticle, for this provides the 
actual aiming point. It might well be called the “heart” of a rifle 
*scope, for the best telescope in the world is useless as an 
aiming device if a reticle is not provided. 

But to say simply that a reticle is important is almost an 
understatement. It is, without question, one of the most im- 
portant things in a rifle ’scope. For a shooter of even moderate 
skill can place his shots with deadly accuracy if his aiming 
point is sharp and clear, even if the image of his target is a 
little fuzzy and dim. But a sharpshooter would have trouble mak- 
ing a “kill” if he wasn’t sure of his aiming point, no matter how 
well he could see his target. 

So when choosing a rifle ’scope, look first to the quality of 
the reticle . . . make sure that the optical system is good, too, 
and that the ’scope is of rugged design, but don’t forget that the 
reticle is what changes an ordinary telescope into a “rifle 
telescope.” 

WHAT TYPE OF RETICLE SHOULD I CHOOSE? 

Good question . . . especially if you’re a new-comer to the 
shooting game. There are many types of ’scope reticles, each 
with its limitations and advantages. The one to choose depends 
on your type of shooting, on your individual skill, and, of course, 
on your individual preferences. Take motor vehicles, for in- 
stance — a 15 ton trailer truck is perfect for carrying large 
packages long distances, but would be a little unhandy for the 
housewife to use for shopping at her corner grocery. 

Let’s take a look at the three most popular types of reticles 
. « . the standard cross-hairs, the tapered post and single cross- 
hair, and the dot. 


THREE BASIC °SCOPE RETICLES 


Standard Cross-Hairs: There is no question that this type of 
reticle is the most popular for all-around shooting and, because 
of its popularity, it is furnished as “regular” equipment by most 
rifle telescope manufacturers. It is good for the beginner or 
novice shooter, for he can understand its use without too much 
difficulty. But it has its limitations . . . at long ranges, the 
comparatively thick cross wires may tend to obscure or com- 
pletely black out part of the target, making it difficult for the 
shooter to find his exact aiming point. To overcome this diffi- 
culty, special “fine” cross-hairs are sometimes provided, but 
as the cross-hairs themselves are made finer and finer, it be- 
comes increasingly difficult to find the exact aiming point when 
making a snap shot at fast moving game. 

Tapered Post and Single Cross-Hair: With this type of ret- 
icle, one of the cross-hairs (generally the vertical one) is re- 
placed by a comparatively thick, flat-topped metal post. It is 
an excellent reticle for shooters whose eyesight is less than 
perfect, and is good for large, fast-moving game at short to 
moderate ranges. But it’s hardly the reticle for precision 
shooting. 

Dot: Let’s face it — a bullet strikes its target at only one 
point. So a marksman really has only one aiming point! In the 
dot reticle, this fact is recognized, and all unnecessary frills 
are eliminated. Only a single aiming point is provided. This 
means the target will not be obscured by unused parts of the 
reticle, and this, in turn, means better aiming and greater pre- 
cision of shooting, whether the target be a woodchuck at 300 
yards or a deer at 50 yards, a “fly-speck” target at fifty feet or 
a standard bull’s-eye at 100 yards. With a single aiming point, 


the eye is naturally, almost without effort, held at this point; f 


making the dot ideal for snap shooting at fast moving game, as 


well as for precision long range shooting. 
And, AMONG DOTS, PREMIER IS TOPS! 


AMONG DOTS PREMIER IS TOPS! 


THE PREMIER DOT STORY 


Robert S. Thomas, creator of the unrivaled 
PREMIER Dot reticle, is no “Johnny Come 


t H to the business. With over a decade 


à a half experience, Bob Thomas is the 
creator of the now famous “Tommy” Dot. He 
has received national recognition for his 
skill (see the April, 1955 issue of Popular 


Science Monthly). 


Experienced as a precision lens and prism 
maker at the fabulous Naval Gun Factory in 
Washington, D. C., Bob Thomas realized the 
short-comings in commercially available rifle 
telescope reticles and, after considerable re- 
search and study, developed the “Tommy” 
Dot in 1939. Within a short time, the 
“Tommy” Dot became widely recognized as 
the highest quality dot reticle. 

But Bob is not the kind of fellow who 
rests on his laurels. He has continued to 
study, to experiment, to conduct tests, and to 
seek technical information from recognized 
consultants. And his efforts have paid off! 
The new, improved, PREMIER Dot is the 
ultimate in a dot reticle. 


Such perfection is no accident. It requires 
skill, know-how, top quality materials, ex- 
pensive shop equipment, and precision instru- 
mentation, plus the years of experience 
necessary to blend all of these factors to- 
gether in just the right combination. 

Take the dot itself. It is made of a 
durable thermosetting plastic compounded 
from a secret formula which took years to 
develop. It is insoluble in water or other 
solvents and is unaffected by humidity or the 
fumes from cleaning materials. 

The precision dot is fused at the function 
of two extremely fine, almost invisible, 
Micro-Filament cross-hairs. These cross- 
hairs are themselves made from especially 
selected and carefully processed spider silk. 

Other materials have been tried, but a 
satisfactory substitute for spider silk has not 
yet been found. It is unaffected by tempera- 
ture or by the recoil of high powered rifles. 
The strongest material available in such 
small diameters, a one inch length of spider 
silk may be stretched half its length or more 





RETICLE MANUFACTURE REQUIRES PRECISION INSTRUMENTS 
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USING A DOT 


A PREMIER Dot reticle, once installed in 
your rifle. "scope, becomes much more than a 
superior “aiming point.” With practice, you 
can use it to estimate range and to correct for 
the bullets trajectory. You'll be able to 
make a higher percentage of “one-shot” kills 
at extreme ranges .. . and, if you’re a target 
shooter, you’ll see a noticeable improvement 
in your scores. 

After your ’scope, with its new PREMIER 
Dot, is returned to you, check it, mount it on 
your rifle and, at the first opportunity, take 
your gun to the nearest rifle range and zero it 
to hit dead center at the proper distance. 
Only you can properly zero your own gun.. 
no one else can do this job for you, although 
a competent gunsmith can adjust the sight to 
a fairly close approximation. 

The best distance at which to zero your 
rifle depends on the caliber of the gun you 
use, your type of shooting and, of course, on 
your individual preferences. In general, a 
rifle should be zeroed at the distance at 
which it will be used for the majority of 
shots. There is no hard and fast rule, but 
the following table gives some good 


proximations: 
.22 cal. rim-fire rifles ............ 50- 75 yards. 
Medium power center fire rifles 

(30-30 CEC. ossssecccvocccccsseee 75-125 yards. 
Higher power center fire rifles 

(30-06, Etc.) seses... sosopo nese 100-160 yards. 
High velocity hunting rifles 

(300 magnum, etC.)....ss...... 150-250 yards. 


a EA a T RTA 150-350 yards. 


ESTIMATING RANGE: By knowing the 
size of your PREMIER dot in minutes and the 
approximate size of your game (or target), you 
can easily estimate approximate range. 
one-minute dot covers approximately one inch 
of field at 100 yards, two inches at 200 yards, 
and soon. The size of the dot in your ’scope 
will be stated on a small label .. . be sure 
to remember this value. Let’s see how this 
system works . suppose you have a 2 
minute dot in your ’scope. Sighting on a crow 
at some unknown distance, the dot appears to 
cover a field having a diameter of about three 


inches . . . range is around 150 yards. It’s 
that simple! 
TRAJECTORY: A bullet starts to drop 


the instant it leaves the muzzle. When a rifle 
is zeroed in, the sight is adjusted so that the 
muzzle is actually pointed above the line of 
sight. This means that for distances less 
than the zeroed in range, the bullet will be 
above the line of sight. For distances greater 
than the zeroed in range, the bullet will be 
below the line of sight. To bit your aiming 
point, hold your dot below the aiming point 
on the game for distances less than zeroed 
range, above for distances greater than 
zeroed range. At zeroed range, hold the dot 
dead center on aiming point. 

If you know your bullet’s trajectory, and 
have estimated range as outlined above, you 
can easily hold above or below the aiming 
point the exact distance to insure a clean 
kill. Refer to a standard trajectory chart as 
furnished by ammunition manufacturers. 





BOB THOMAS OPERATES THIS 
MODERN SPORTING GOODS STORE 


without breaking and will still be tight after 
returning to its original length. Tungsten and 
other metal wires will frequently break after 
having been stretched only a few thousandths 
of an inch. 

Each PREMIER Dot is manufactured spe- 
cifically for the telescope in which it is to be 
mounted. Thus, every dot is custom-made. 
PREMIER Dots are checked for accurate 
size, perfect centering, and correct alignment 
at every step of manufacture and both before 
and after mounting in the individual rifle 
’scope. An expensive, especially designed, 
collimator is used for final testing and 
adjustment. 

In order to maintain a close personal con- 
tact with target shooters and hunters, Bob 
Thomas operates a modem Sporting Goods 
store in a suburb of the Nation’s Capital. 
Through these close personal contacts, Bob 
keeps up-to-date with the latest developments 
and modifications in shooting methods. A 
marksman himself, Bob is thus in a better 
position to pass on this valuable knowledge 
to his clients in the form of improved reticles. 
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OTHER RETICLES 


Although we specialize in supplying the 
marvelous PREMIER Dot, we are prepared 
to manufacture all types of reticles and will 
make up a special reticle to meet the indi- 
vidual needs of any client. All our reticles 
are manufactured with the 
same care, precision, and 
attention to detail, using 
top quality materials, as 
characterizes our superb 
PREMIER Dot. 

Standard reticles we are 
ready to supply include 
the Tapered Post and 
Cross-Line, Standard 
Cross-Lines and Extra 
Fine Cross-Lines. Our 
finest cross-line material 


is approximately one-half 
the diameter of the finest 
available from telescope 
manufacturers. 

We can make, to special 
order, reticles with extra 
posts, extra cross-lines, 
or extra dots (of varying 


sizes if needed) in any 
combination desired. The 
charges for these Custom- 
Special reticles are quite 
modest. 

BENCH REST SHOOT- 
ERS: On special order, 
we can supply PREMIER 
Dots as small as 1/8 
minute for use in high 
power target ’scopes, or 
other special reticles to 
meet your particular 


needs. 
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SPECIFICATIONS - PRICES 


DOT SIZES: PREMIER Dots are measured by the angle of arc 
they subtend in the line of vision rather than by their actual dia- 
meters in thousandths of an inch. On the average, a one-minute 
dot covers one inch of field at 100 yards, two inches at 200 
yards, and so on. On special order, dots may be furnished in any 
reasonable size at no extra charge. In choosing a dot size, re- 
member that a larger dot is easier to see and to spot on rapidly 
moving game, but that a smaller dot is superior for long-range 
target or varmint shooting. Choose a dot to suit your telescope 
and type of shooting. The following dot sizes are recommended 
and will be installed unless different sizes are Specified in the 
original order: 

Low Power Hunting ’Scopes....cscscscsscseesevese3 tO minutes 

Medium Power ’Scopes....scssees secccccccccscscceeel tO 2 minutes 

Target ’Scopes (8X to 20X)...... ececcccccccvecces 4 tO % minute 
On special order, dots as small as 1/8 minute can be supplied 
for use in High Power ’Scopes designed for Bench-Rest Shooting. 
SPECIAL RETICLES: Virtually any type of special reticle may 
be supplied as a Custom job. Simply outline your requirements, 
enclosing a sketch with your order, and specifying the exact 
spacing between different aiming points on the reticle in terms of 
inches at 100 yards. A dot cannot be installed without a fine 
cross-line. In general, the price of a special reticle will be the 
price of a standard reticle, plus $2.50 for each item added. 
Example of special reticle order: “Install PREMIER Dot, with 
tapered post, extra cross-line and extra dot. First dot to be 2 
minute size, spaced 3 inches above tapered post at 100 yards. 
Second dot to be 1 minute size. Second dot and extra cross-line 
to be spaced 6 inches above tapered post at 100 yards. Top of 
‘tapered post flush with center of reticle.” 


Secure with both kraft tape and heavy twine. Be sure to ao 
return name and address on outside of package. DO-NOT tia 
A WOODEN BOX OR CRATE. 

PRICES: For standard PREMIER Dots, Tapered Post, Regular 
Cross-Lines, and Extra-Fine Cross-Line reticles, installed in 
your ’scope, prices are as follows: 


wWeavët SCOPES sisca AT tO A AN $ 7.50* 
All other Domestic (U.S.) Hunting ET A EE L A 10.00 
BAL Target "S copes ssinrsscasevsavanvxecuscsuss AE NEET 10.00 
Bushnell "Seobe teiro i is aoe raw eed a A nee eed 10.00 
Paddy, Cell OF SCDE rssi aa ded vevecsedOecath Bea 10.00 
Zeiss, Hensoldt, Weatherby, Ajack, Supra, all other 

Foreign 'SCORBSs jes xian, erreen Grade ETA tenabses 12.50 


*Tapered Post or Standard Cross-Line reticle in Weaver ’Scopes 
only — $5.00 


SPECIAL: We will install a Standard Cross-Line reticle in Moss- 
berg, Weaver Models B, G, 330 or 440, Ranger and other inexpen- 
sive ’scopes for only $3.00 net. 

10% Discount allowed if ordered from January through July, and 
payment in full is sent with order. 

ALL PRICES ARE NET AND DO NOT INCLUDE DELIVERY 
CHARGES OR INSURANCE. 

TERMS: Cash with order or C.O.D. 50% Deposit required on all 
C.O.D. orders — ’Scope will then be shipped C.O.D. for balance 
due plus postage, insurance, C.O.D. and M.O. fees. Important: 
Postal regulations permit C.O.D. shipments to be insured for 
amount due only — not for full value of ’scope. 

SAVE MONEY! Add 50¢ to net prices given and enclose your 
check or money order for payment in full with order, and we will 


And this.is how such an order would be priced, assuming in- 
stallation in a standard domestic hunting ’scope: 
PREMIER a sotinsined das cudeenseateccercesvarcsescensyeeschl 0.00 


ship prepaid and insured anywhere in the U.S. = 
ORDERING INFORMATION: Ship your ’scope prepaidwan / 
sured. Enclose slip with your name and address. Attach a lett 





e E L EEEE E E I E, K: 
Eaa COSE INGs wvencutvcssveievesevessvessseesesessses 2,50 


POO OE onic uo oa. A O PAES AERA bab wen on 2.50 
PEIDA Seca eee ooe$1 7.50 


These prices are general and subject to change without notice. 
We reserve the right to make a special quotation on unusual 
reticle designs. 

PACKING YOUR 'SCOPE: Wrap your ’scope carefully with 
several layers of wrapping paper or old newspaper. If available, 
place in a heavy cardboard box large enough to allow at least 1" 
on each side of ’scope. Cushion ’scope with layers of crumpled 
paper and tightly pack crumpled paper on all sides. Make sure 
the ’scope cannot rattle or move within its outer wrapping or box. 





to the outside of the package with First Class postage affixed. 
In the letter give your name and address, specify type of reticle 
desired (dot, tapered post, etc.); if dot is wanted, specify dot 
size in minutes; if special reticle is desired, enclose sketch and 
full information; enclose check or money order for payment in 
full, including shipping costs, or 50% deposit for C.O.D. ship- 
ment. If sufficient remittance is not sent, ’scope will be shipped 
C.O.D. for balance due. If in doubt about cost of special reticle, 


send sketch for quotation. 
Send cash only by registered letter. 
be sent by regular mail. 
DELIVERY: Normally two to three day service. 
August through November, three to six day service. 
Allow time for shipment both ways. 


Check or money order may 
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GUARANTEE 


‘ 
PREMIER Dots and telescope reticles are unconditionally Guaranteed to be made = 
of the finest materials available, assembled by expert craftsmen and technicians 
with utmost care, and checked by trained specialists with precision instruments. 
Any standard PREMIER Dot or reticle will be replaced with the original reticle 
if not completely satisfactory. All PREMIER Dots and reticles are GUARANTEED 
FOR THE LIFE OF THE TELESCOPES in which they are installed. Unauthorized 
tampering with a completed installation automatically voids the terms of this 
Guarantee. All shipping costs for telescopes returned for adjustment under terms 
of this Guarantee to be borne by the purchaser. 


| N 


: EASAIN TAITAIA TEA ISAT AAIE AE AESA 
| | AOLO OUI ALNAN ANL 















(iti haree 


WA A 





